The distribution of spontaneous chromosome aberrations in BHK21/C13 fibroblasts.
Previous investigations of spontaneous aberrations in mammalian cells have been carried out on large heterogeneous samples of individuals, each of whom had had a different exposure to exogenous clastogens. In the present analysis using Syrian Hamster cells, a large number of metaphases were analysed from one sample of control cells. In this way all cells were exposed to the same doses of any unknown clastogens. The overall distribution of spontaneous breaks was found to be nonrandom. Breaks involved in different types of aberration had a nonrandom distribution, which was specific for each type. (e.g. terminal deletion and rearrangement).